
STUDENT BUILDER . . . Ix-arning a trade from the 
ground up is a member of Instructor Kenneth Durto's 
carpentry class at Kl Camiiio College. The students arc 
building a house as part of their course assignment.

Homework for This Class Is New 
Iwo-Bedroom House... Half Built

One hour lecture and two 
hours of "home" work is the 
daily schedule for Ken Dutro's 
carpentry class at El Camino 
College.

"Home" work is a two bed 
room, one-bath, wood frame 
house which 13 students are 
constructing in an area adja 
cent to the college carpentry 
shop.

The new structure is being 
erected in the shadow of a 
completed house, which was 
sold at public auction.

DUTRO'S CREW has been 
working on the new house for 
almost a year. It is the fifth 
house of this type to be con 
structed and will be completed 
by June, 1962.

"This one is a little different 
from the last house," Dutro 
said. It will have vinyl floors, 
an all-ash kitchen, and ash 
doors. The students do every 
thing to complete the house, 
except to install the plumbing. 
That includes electrical hoot 
ups too," he added. 

# * *
AFTER THE houses are com 

pleted, they are put up for 
auction to the general public. 
The bidding is closed and in 
dividuals may send in written 
bids. The house is awarded to 
the highest bidder.

"The last house sold fov 
about $4200 and this one is 
expected to bring approximate 
ly $5000. Very little profit is 
made beyond reimbursement 
for construction costs," Dutro 
commented.

A house is built once every 
tv o years, which means that 
a student usually completes his

associate in arts degree as he 
completes work on the hoiioe.

  * *
"THE NEXT house to be 

built will he drastically differ- 
ei.t from the previous ones," 
Dutro revealed. The art class

I is designing it now. Besides 
having three bedroom and one 
and one-half baths, the house

I will be an example of modern 
architecture," he continued.

"The house itself is a more 
excellent device for learing by 
doing, than by lecture. How 
ever, lectures are correlated 
with the actual construction SJ 
that the students will under 
stand the theories behind 
building.

DUTRO, who has been in the 
trade for 20 years, has worked 
as a foreman, superintendent, 
and contractor for various 
firms. He has been at El Ca 
mino for two years.

Quality is stressed in all 
phases of construction.

"Togetherness, I suppoM."
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